of oxalate concentration in urine presents considerable difficulties.
The methods available in the literature are based upon either the direct formation of calcium oxalate precipitate and subsequent oxidimetric titration (1) (2) (3) or upon a preliminary ether extraction followed by a titrimetric procedure (4, .5) . In a more elaborate method, the extraction with ether is combined with a colonmetric determination (6) .
Perhaps
the most reliable approach devised to date employs radioactive-labeled oxalic acid (7) , but this procedure involves special equipment not available in many laboratories. This report describes a rapid method for the determination of oxalic acid in urine utilizing the oxalic decarboxylase from the wood-rot fungus The chief advantage of this procedure lies in its complete specificity for oxalic acid. Recently it has been applied by Crawhall (9) and Haas (10) to assay oxalic acid in plasma and in beer. In the present paper we show that this enzyme may be used for accurate measurement of oxalic acid in urine. Fig. 1 .
Materials and Methods

Treatment of Urine and Preliminary Stages
The 24-hr. collection of urine was preserved under toluene. However, regardless of how the urine is collected and stored, it has not been possible to prevent a moderate increase in oxalate detectable after urine was stored.
The production of oxalate in whole urine is diminished but not completely prevented by storage of the specimens at 4#{176}, and even a temperature of -15#{176} is found insufficient to prevent the change completely.
Addition of up to 5 ml. of concentrated HC1 per 1000 ml. is also ineffective.
The amount of oxalate formed on standing in the cold is small hut appreciable; therefore for accurate estimation of urinary oxalic acid excretion it is desirable that the specimens he assayed as soon as possible after collection. The procedure used in our laboratory was as follows.
The oxalic acid in a 50-ml. aliquot of a 24-hr. collection of urine was precipitated 
Results
Although the specificity of this enzyme has beeti demonstrated for serum (9) and beer (10) , no studies have been made of its accuracy for analysis of urine. Therefore, tests were carried out using substances commonly found in urine in a quantity possibly sufficient to interfere with this assay.
As we have reported previously (12) , glucuronic acid has been a major concern.
Sodium glucuronate was investigated because of its co-precipitation with oxalic acid in urine upon the addition of calcium ions (13 
